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one of her companions brought her to one of our Fa-
thers, giving him to understand that she was quite
disposed to learn; but, when it came to the point, she
acted as usual. The little girl who had brought her
became annoyed, and used all her little natural rhet-
oric to make her open her lips and to get her to
speak,— sometimes using threats, sometimes holding
out a reward from me if she spoke properly; she was
so earnest that she succeeded, to the great satisfac-
tion of those of our Fathers who were listening to her.

Another benefit that results from this practice —
which is in conformity with our Institute —is, that
even the adults become instructed by this means;
[15] for the desire of the fathers and mothers that
their children should be praised and rewarded leads
them to be instructed themselves, in order to teach
their children; particularly many older girls take
pleasure in imitating the younger ones. When they
are returning from the forest, they often stop the
first of our Fathers whom they meet, and say to him,
ta arrilwaienstan sen, ‘* Teach me, I pray thee;” and
although they may be well laden, they are not satis-
fied unless he has them say the Pater and the Awe.
Sometimes they anticipate us, and, from as far as
they can see one of our Fathers, they begin to recite
what they know. What a consolation to hear these
districts resound with the name of JESus, where
the devil has been, so to speak, adored and recog-
nized as God during so many ages.

This exercise also enables us to improve greatly in
the use and knowledge of the language, which is no
small gain. Generally speaking they praise and ap-
prove the Christian Religion, and blame their wicked
customs; but when will they leave them off entirely?



